
 DAILY BIBLE READINGS -  Week of October 17, 2021 

 THEME: “Haggai’s Haven” 
 GOD’S TIMING 
Sunday ................................................................................................ Read Haggai 1:1-4 

 “Then came the word of the Lord by the prophet Haggai, saying, It is time for you , O ye, 
to dwell in your ceiled houses, and this house lies in waste?”  Our God is a God of order and 
obviously has a calendar having many important events recorded in the Bible, His Holy Word 
which was written for our instruction.  There are many key dates which have implications for all 
of us.  One reference to an important date is mentioned in Galatians 4:4: “And when the fulness 
of time was come, God sent forth His Son, made of a woman, made under the law.”  This 
obviously refers to the virgin birth of Christ that we celebrate on Christmas Day.  Another very 
important date that has not yet occurred is the coming of Christ to reign for a thousand years as 
King of kings and Lord of lords.  God knows the exact date of that as well as the date that Jesus 
will appear in the air to take His true Church home to heaven, the next great event on God’s 
calendar.  When God spoke of “the time” to the prophet Haggai, He was speaking of the need to 
make repairs to the temple in Jerusalem that had fallen into disrepair.  They were so busy with 
their own houses, they neglected God’s house.  That is a good lesson for us regarding our 
responsibility to keep our church building in good repair.    
 TIMING OF THE CRUCIFIXION 
Monday ............................................................................................ Read Daniel 9:25-26 

 “Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the commandment to 
restore and build Jerusalem unto Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore and 
two weeks; the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times, And after 
threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself...”  Through the prophet 
Daniel, God revealed the exact time of the crucifixion of the Messiah centuries before it occurred.  
In other places in this prophetic book, God gives an overview of what is now history, having 
foretold the Babylonian, Persian, Greek, and Roman empires, and the development of the 
Western world so prevalent in our day.  As a Babylonian captive, Daniel, being inspired by God, 
wrote that the Jewish Messiah would come 490 years after the Jewish captives were given 
permission to return to Jerusalem and rebuild their palace that had been destroyed.  That period 
of 490 years would, however, be interrupted after 483 years by the crucifixion of the Messiah.  
Looking back, we now know that the gap of time before the final seven years signaling the 
return of Christ to reign in Jerusalem is the Church Age.  God would extend His mercy to the 
Gentiles by including them among His chosen people.  The history of God’s earth has been 
carefully planned by our Creator for His planet earth; and God has been good enough to share 
His plans with us, those who have placed their faith in His Word!  
 TIMING FOR PERSONAL SALVATION 
Tuesday ................................................................................... Read II Corinthians 6:1-2 

 “Behold, now is the accepted time, behold, now is the day of salvation.”  In building His 
Church, made up of born-again believers, God arranges for people to be saved.  Many come 
through church services and activities, and many come through evangelistic meetings; still others 
by the witness of individual Christians wherever they are.  It is the desire of God that none be 
eternally lost in darkness, but God does not force people into belief.  He gives them opportunity to 
learn of Him and His plan of salvation from the penalty of sin through various means of witness.  
It is very important for unbelievers, who have been given the opportunity to hear of God’s plan of 
salvation by whatever means, to open their hearts then and receive by faith the Lord Jesus as 



Savior, recognizing that He shed His blood at Calvary to satisfy God’s law on behalf of sinners.  By 
receiving Christ, sinners receive God’s pardon.  A delay could mean a loss of eternal life and a 
home in hell!  Bad! 
  
 TIMING OF THE RAPTURE 
Wednesday .............................................................................................. Read Acts 1:1-8 

 “When they therefore were come together, they asked of Him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at 
this time restore again the kingdom to Israel?  And He said unto them, It is not for you to know 
the times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in His own power.”  After the resurrection of 
the Lord Jesus, He spent another brief period of time with His followers.  He commanded them to 
go into all the world and share the Gospel with all people.  This was to fulfill His desire to build 
His Church, as He had mentioned in Matthew 16:18.  His followers, however, were eager for Him 
to take the throne of David and set up His kingdom.  Taking His followers to heaven would have 
to wait.  Daniel’s prophecy mentioned the gap of time between His crucifixion and return, as well 
as a seven year period before the Kingdom.  That seven years would commence after the Church 
had been completed and taken to heaven, what we call the Rapture, or taking away, of Jesus’ 
followers.  Jesus alluded to the fact that His Father had these events planned with specific times.  
It is good always to be ready for His appearing as we are advised in I John 2:28.  Believers should 
not be caught off guard!  
 GOD’S HOUSE 
Thursday. .............................................................................................. Read Haggai 1:8 

 “Go up to the mountain, and bring wood, and build the house, and I will take pleasure in 
it, and I will be glorified, saith the Lord.”  Followers of the Lord Jesus should get the message 
here that God expects that His house of worship is worthy of our close attention in keeping it in 
good repair.  As a matter of fact, we can conclude from Acts 6:3 that a special group of men 
were appointed in the local church to take care of the business end of the Church.  The prayer 
and teaching ministry, to which some are called, should not be compromised by having to care 
for the physical building.  But the care of the building should not be compromised either.  The 
plan of God is to have what we refer to as Deacons to be certain that God’s house will be kept 
in good shape.  It is worth our notice that God takes pleasure and is glorified when proper 
attention and care is given to His building.  There are many ways to serve our Lord and building 
care is one of them!  
 GOD’S CHOSEN PEOPLE 
Friday .................................................................................................. Read Haggai 2:23 

 “In that day, saith the lord of hosts, will I bring thee, O Zerubbabel, my servant, the son 
of Shealthiel, saith the Lord, and will make thee as a signet: for I have chosen thee, saith the 
Lord of hosts.”  Notice that God calls different individuals to assume different responsibilities in 
His work.  He assigned Zerubbabel to be a signet, not a teacher of a preacher, but a signet.  
What is that?  A signet is an official seal, showing the backing of the authorities.  God’s chosen 
people, those who have been born again, are authorized to represent Him in our world.  We 
have been entrusted to get the word out  that the Son of God is the Savior of the world.  We 
have His backing to resist the devil who is trying to keep the people in the world in the dark 
about what Jesus has done and is going to be doing.  There is no higher calling or greater 



responsibility.  And we are working as a team; some planting seeds of Scripture, some watering 
the seeds so that we may reap a harvest.   
 INDIVIDUAL CHRISTIANS 
Saturday .......................................................................................... Read John 15:12-17 

 “Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and 
bring forth fruit.”  What a tremendous thought is this comment of Jesus recorded in Holy 
Scriptures for our instruction.  Jesus is telling us that He has chosen us!  Chosen by Christ!  Is 
that not humbling!  We have been chosen by the coming King of kings to be His fruit-bearers, or 
His witnesses, the term He used in Acts 1:8 at the time of His return to heaven.  Now just what 
did He mean by bringing forth fruit?  Jesus meant the gathering of lost souls if we consider what 
He said in Luke 19:10, that “He had come to seek and to save that which was lost.”  Unsaved 
people live in the darkness of the world, and the followers of Jesus are the light of the world.  
Jesus has chosen individual Christians to be His light where they live and work.  The Holy Spirit 
will open up doors of opportunity to share God’s truth as a result of living a life that brings glory 
to God.   Chosen by God! 


