
 DAILY BIBLE READINGS -  Week of April 25, 2021 

 THEME: “Friends” 
 TRUE FRIENDSHIP 
Sunday .......................................................................... Read Proverbs 17:9-17  

 “A friend loveth at all times.”  True friendships are not affected by adverse 
circumstances.  If anything, they are strengthened!  True friends go through thick and 
thin together, and the bond becomes stronger and stronger!  Being forced to stick 
together turns out to be a good thing in the end!  The tougher the battle, the sweeter 
the victory!  Next to the family, the most meaningful relationships a person has are his 
or her friends.  The truth is that many family members - spouses, parents, children, 
siblings, aunts, uncles, cousins - are among our best friends.  Add to that the friends 
we have in our local church families.  What would we ever do without them?  To know 

we have freinds who love us and are always there for us is an encouragement every 
day of our lives.  In this world of secular humanism and spiritual darkness, Christian 
friends are an imperative, particularly for our young people.  The devil has targeted 
that generation, and all of them would do well to establish friendships with Christians 
older than themselves!  Pray to that end! 
   
 FRIENDS OF JESUS 
 Monday .............................................................................. Read John 15:12-15 

 “Ye are my friends if you do whatsoever I have commanded you.”  How amazing 
is this!  The Lord Jesus, our Savior, our Lord, our coming King of kings calls us His 
friends!  That does not minimize the importance and significance of His exalted position, 
but it does expand our self-identification: we are the friends of Jesus, the Son of God 
who came from heaven to earth!  What could be better than for Jesus to call us His 
friends?  Yes, Jesus wants us to know that He loves when we spend time with Him, like 
friends do.    He wants us to know that He is there to help us with whatever we are 
asked to do, and to be with us wherever we may have to go.  We can count on His ever-
abiding presence.  If we are ever puzzled about circumstances, He is the best adviser 
anyone could ever ask for, and His counsel is always perfect no matter the problem.  He 
will never feel bothered regardless of the time of day or day of the week; He wants us 
to call on Him.  What a Friend we have in Jesus!  It should be our desire to introduce 
our friend Jesus to all our family and friends!  
 BOND OF FRIENDSHIP 
Tuesday ........................................................................ Read I Samuel 20:16-17 

 “And Jonathan caused David to swear again, because he loved him as he loved his 
own soul.”  Now that is true friendship: Jonathan loved David as much as he loved his 
own soul!  You can’t get any tighter than that!  He was as much concerned for David’s 
well-being as his own, maybe even more!  A careful look at this friendship will show that 
Jonathan was David’s protector.  He seemed more concerned about the safety of David 
than his own.  How many times did he alert David to potential trouble!  He risked his 
own inheritance to safeguard that of David’s.  Jonathan sacrificed a life of comfort and 
ease as the son and heir of the king of Israel to look out for the well-being of his friend 



David, and was willing to give it all up to guard that precious friendship.  A key part of 
David’s life was his friendship with Jonathan, and God used that friendship to accomplish 
His purpose on His earth at that time! 
                                      PRAYER PARTNERS   
Wednesday ................................................................................ Read Acts 3:1-6 

   “Now Peter and John went together into the temple at the hour of prayer.”  These 
two apostles of Christ obviously had a special bond.  It appears that they were prayer 
partners.  From what we read in this Scripture, we see that they went to a prayer 
meeting together at the temple or possibly the two of them used the temple for their 
prayer time together.  Whichever, God called attention to this special bond of friendship 
that had prayer as a chief ingredient!  There is no question that prayer would make any 
friendship a lot more secure, because it is obvious that God is an important part of that 
friendship, and the Savior has promised in Matthew 18:20 that “He would be with the 
two or three gathered together in His name.”  What a lesson for all of us on the value of 
prayer!  Not only does the prayer of the partners benefit all of the people and the 
ministries for which they are praying, the lives of the prayer partners are greatly 
enriched!   
 
 FRIENDLINESS 
Thursday ......................................................................... Read Matthew 9:36-38 

 “But when He saw the multitudes, He was moved with compassion on  them, 
because they fainted, and were scattered abroad, as sheep having no shepherd.”  Jesus 
obviously had a deep concern for those outside the family of believers and wanted them 
to have the opportunity to get their lives under the care of our loving God, His Heavenly 
Father.  It bothered Him deeply that they were living their lives with no solid direction, 
and pursuing things with no eternal value: wasted lives actually!  I would not call these 
unbelievers friends of Jesus, but I am impressed that Jesus showed an attitude of 
friendliness to all with a deep concern for their well being.  He reached out to so many, 
often times going out of His way to do so.  The truth is that He told us in Matthew 5:44   
to “Love our enemies.”  I would think showing love compels us to be friendly to them. 
 
 CONCERN 
Friday ........................................................................ Read Revelation 20:11-15 

 “And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of 
fire.”   This reality of future events should cause all believers to have a deep compassion 
and concern for any and all unbelievers we know, surely among our family and friends!  
Thinking about what a neighbor or colleague will face if they fail to make that decision 
to receive Christ personally as Savior should compel us to be in fervent prayer and to 
seek opportunities to be a witness to them.  We should not be overly aggressive in our 
attempts to reach them in a way that would turn them off; but we should be working 
together with the Holy Spirit to enable us to be a light that may prompt an increasing 
curiosity in their minds about us that may open a door.  What a privilege to be God’s 
ambassadors!  



 INTERCESSORY PRAYER 
Saturday .......................................................................... Read Colossians 4:1-3 

 "Withal praying for us, that God would open unto us a door of utterance to speak 
the mystery of Christ.”  The importance of this prayer cannot be overstated!  This is 
why God has a remnant of believers on planet earth.  The work of God on planet earth 
today is the building of the Church Universal.  When that task is completed, Jesus will 
appear in the air to take His Church home to heaven.  We are compelled to be in prayer 
for opportunities, and that all of our fellow-believers will be alert to opportunities to 
share the truth of God so others are challenged to make that all-important decision!  
Praying friends are good friends. 


