
 DAILY BIBLE READINGS -  Week of April 4, 2021 

 THEME: “Resurrected Messiah” 
 RESURRECTION 
Sunday ............................................................................... Read I Corinthians 15:12-23 

 "If only for this life you have hope in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied, but 
Christ has indeed been raised, the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep.”  As we celebrate 
the resurrection of Jesus on this Easter day, we do so because it reminds us of our guarantee of 
eternal life by faith in Him as our Savior.  The resurrection of Jesus is what clearly separates 
Christianity from all other religions.  We have a living Savior who promised to return and take 
His followers to heaven to live with Him forever!  By shedding His blood on the cross, He paid 
the penalty of sin for all humanity.  He then conquered death with His resurrection, the greatest 
victory in history!  Death could not keep its grips on Jesus, nor will it be able to keep it on His 
followers in the grave.  Faith is the victory that overcomes the world, even death!  The bodies of 
those who have received Jesus as Savior will arise at the time of the event mentioned in I 
Thessalonians 4:16: “The Lord himself shall descend with a shout, with the voice of the 
archangel, and with the trump of God, and the dead in Christ shall rise first: then we who are 
alive and remain shall be caught up together with them to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall 
we ever be with the Lord.”   
 MISSION ACCOMPLISHED 
 Monday ........................................................................................... Read John 19:28-30 

 “When Jesus had therefore received the vinegar, He said, It is finished: and He bowed His 
head, and gave up the ghost.”  These three words spoken by Jesus on Calvary’s cross could be 
the saddest words ever spoken by a human being on planet earth.  But then again, they could 
well be the happiest words ever spoken by anyone.  It depends on our perspective!    I choose to 
conclude that they are among the most powerful three words in the history of the world.  I don’t 
think Jesus was saying His life was finished; I think He was saying He had finished what He had 
come to earth to do.  In that first appearance on planet earth, Jesus came to fulfill the law and 
the prophets, to be the Lamb of God, as John the Baptist introduced Him in John 1:29.  Yes, 
Jesus was the perfect Lamb, the blood of which is required by God’s law for the forgiveness of 
sin.  When Jesus closed His eyes and gave up the ghost in death, He was finished the task of 
being the sacrificial Lamb.  He had completed His mission for His coming to earth.  He had done 
that which was necessary to fulfill the announcement of the angel at His birth: “For unto you is 
born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.”  After having lived a sinless 
life and now paying the penalty of sin, a Holy God accepts His sacrifice as the payment for the 
sin of all who accept His Son!             
 PERPLEXITY 
Tuesday ................................................................................................ Read Mark 16:3-9 

 “They said among themselves, Who shall roll away the stone from the door of the 
sepulchre?  And when they looked, they  saw that the stone was rolled away for it was very 
great.”  These followers of Jesus were perplexed by what they thought could be a problem for 
them in doing what they had planned to do.  I think we can all identify with that, having had 
concerns about doing something that could be problematic and maybe beyond our ability.  Have 
you ever hoped to do something but had some uncertainties about problems that could stand in 
the way?  The thing I admire about these women is that they did not let the potential problem 
stop them.  They were going to worship their Lord no matter what!  Maybe they prayed on the 
way.  Whether they did or did not pray, God honored their faith.  To their surprise, the stone had 



been rolled away.  But things turned out differently from what they expected because the body 
wasn’t there.  Even better, the next thing they knew was that they would see the body they were 
going to anoint alive and well.   DIVINE INTERVENTION 
Wednesday ........................................................................................... Read Luke 24:1-3 

   “Now upon the first day of the week, very early in the morning, bringing the spices which 
they had prepared, and certain others with them.  And they found the stone rolled away from the 
sepulchre.  And they entered in, and found not the body of the Lord Jesus.”  Worship of our Lord 
was a high priority for these women.  Nothing was going to stop them.  Yes, they wondered 
about that huge stone and that it might be a deterrent, but they were not looking for excuses. If 
they could not get in, they would at least have made an effort to show their respects as best 
they could, even if it had to be outside the sepulchre.  That stone would not be a deterrent to 
their worship in whatever way they could.  Well, God was honored by their attitude and took care 
of what may have been a hindrance.  Yes, our God is honored by our worship!   
 OPPOSITION 
Thursday .................................................................................... Read Matthew 28:11-15 

 “Now when they were going, behold, some of the watch came into the city, and showed 
unto the chief priests all the things that were done.  And when they were assembled with the 
elders, and had taken counsel, they gave large money to the soldiers, saying, Say ye, His 
disciples came by night, and stole His body while we slept.”  Is it not amazing that some people 
will go to any lengths to deny the truth!  So steeped in their religion, these leaders would not 
admit their teaching was erroneous and then correct it.  Instead of accepting the fact that the 
One whom they insisted be crucified had indeed been resurrected, they paid the soldiers to come 
up with a false report.  It is just as sad that the soldiers preferred the money to the truth.  How 
true is the teaching of I Timothy 6:10: “The love of money is the root of all evil.”  Of all the lies 
perpetuated by the devil, the one Jesus called in John: the “father of lies,” this might be the 
most infamous.  Well, the truth prevailed, and the risen Savior went on to show Himself to many 
as eyewitnesses.      
 SURPRISE VISIT 
Friday ............................................................................................... Read Luke 24:13-15 

 “And, behold, two of them went that same day to a village called Emmaus, which was 
from Jerusalem about threescore furlongs.  And it came to pass, that, while they communed 
together and reasoned, Jesus Himself drew near and went with them.”  How about this 
demonstration of the love and concern of our Lord Jesus for others.  These two travelers had the 
surprise of their lives as a result of a memorable experience in what was another trip from 
Jerusalem to Emmaus.  As they were making the trip, there were a lot of questions on their 
minds about the events that had happened and the reports they had heard.  Jesus showed up 
and accompanied them on their trip.  When he inquired, they explained that Jesus, the one 
whom they had hoped would restore Israel to prominence, had been crucified, but some had 
seen Him alive.  It was then that Jesus gave them a Bible lesson starting back in the Old 
Testament and how the things happening were consistent with the Scriptures.  They finally 
realized that they were in a conversation with the resurrected Savior.  How about how Jesus 
reached to them to make things clear in their minds about Him!  
 INDIVIDUAL COUNSEL 



Saturday .......................................................................................... Read John 20:26-28 

 "And after eight days again His disciples were within, and Thomas was with them: then 
came Jesus, the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, Peace be unto you.  Then 
said He to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and behold my hands, and reach hither thy hand, 
and thrust it into my side, and be not faithless, but believing.”  The Lord Jesus had dropped in 
on a meeting of many of His followers the week before this meeting to show Himself alive.  
Thomas was not present at that meeting and was having a hard time accepting their reports as 
true.  He had to see for Himself.  Is it not wonderful to see what Jesus did to give Thomas 
assurance? I imagine some people were disturbed at Thomas for not accepting their word for the 
resurrection, but not our Lord.  Jesus went out of His way to give Thomas assurance.  He did not 
look so much on this disciple as a doubting Thomas, but as a man who needed assurance.  Jesus 
gave him that assurance.  Was Thomas embarrassed?  I don’t know, but I do know that he was 
extremely grateful!  Our Lord is wonderful! 


