
 DAILY BIBLE READINGS -  Week of March 7, 2021 

 THEME: “Gems from John” 
 FAMILY OF GOD 
 
 
Sunday .............................................................................................. Read John 1:12-13  

 "But as many as received Him, to them gave He power to be called the sons of God, even 
to them who believe on His name: which were born, not of blood, nor of the flesh, nor of the 
will of man, but of God.”  Having an earthly family with a father, mother, brothers and sisters is 
a great blessing.   Having a heavenly family is a double blessing!  And that is exactly what we 
have when we receive the Lord Jesus Christ as our personal Savior!  That decision to receive 
Jesus into our hearts puts us into God’s family with God as our Heavenly Father!  That means all 
believers are our brothers and sisters in His family.  Being in the family of God with an eternal 
home in heaven, means that Christians are actually foreigners on earth from the eternal 
perspective.  That is the description used to describe God’s people in Hebrews 11:13: “These all 
died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off, and were 
persuaded of them and embraced them, and considered that they were strangers and pilgrims 
on earth.”  The homes of our earthly families are temporary; our home as part of the family of 
God is eternal.  What a joy to have received Jesus as personal Savior to be in the family of God!  
Think of it: God is my Father!   

WORLD’S HATRED 
 Monday ......................................................................................... Read  John 17:14-17 

 

 

 “I have given them my word: and the world hath hated them, because they are not of the 
world, even as I am not of the world.”  Why are Christians targets of the world’s hatred?  The 
answer lies right at the beginning of the Bible in Genesis 3:1: “Now the serpent was more subtle 
than any beast of the field which the Lord God had made.  And he said unto the woman, Ye, 
hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden.”  Satan is the enemy of God who 
attempts to blind people to the truth of God with diversions and deceptions.  We are given 
warning by God in Ephesians 6:11 about Satan and his associates: “We wrestle not against flesh 
and blood, but against the rulers of the darkness of this world.”  In John 8:44, Jesus calls Satan 
the “father of lies.”  Hate is one of the sign of the times given by Jesus in a couple of the gospels 
giving indication that the time of His return to earth may be nearing.  How interesting that there 
seems to be an increasing amount of hate in the American culture today.  It is a word that is not 
uncommon in news reporting on political issues and the differences of opinion on matters being 
discussed by government authorities.  Disagreement is fine and to be expected, but hating the 
person with whom you disagree really should have no place in a free country.  But, here we are!               
 FOCUS OF PRAYER 
Tuesday ............................................................................................. Read John 17:17-20  

 “Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also who shall believe.”  It is a real joy to know 
that others are praying for us, asking God to meet our needs and to get us through issues we 
may be facing.  On top of that, we have our Lord praying for us!  Imagine, Jesus is aware of all 
our needs and intercedes so our Heavenly Father will intervene on our behalf.  That truth is 
underlined in Hebrews 7:25: “Wherefore He is able also to save them to the uttermost that come 
to God by Him, seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for them.”  The importance of prayer 



cannot be overstated.  It must be a part of the Christian’s life to stay spiritually strong.  Prayer is 
our way to communicate with God, while reading the Bible is God’s way of communicating with 
us.  Our Father in heaven enjoys when His children on earth communicate with Him.  That is 
what we are told in Proverbs 15:8.  The prayer of the upright is His delight.”  Praise God for the 
command in I Thessalonians 5:17 to “Pray without ceasing.”  Jesus prayed often while on earth: 
a good example!  
 
 FRIENDS OF GOD  
Wednesday ........................................................................................ Read  John 15:14-1 

   “Ye are my friends if ye do whatsoever I command you.”  It may well be that the most 
important people in our lives are or friends.  The truth is that our best friends may be those in 
our family!  In addition, our lives are greatly enriched by our friends.  They are people with 
whom we can share: share things for which we are happy about, and, maybe more importantly, 
things that are bothering us.  Friends are those whom we know care for us!  Having close friends 
enable us to face problems with more confidence, just knowing someone cares!  And so often, 
friends help each other out of tough times.  It is good to have friends on whom we can count!  
So to have Jesus, the Son of God and Savior of the world, as a friend is an amazing privilege!  He 
is omniscient and omnipotent!  He is a totally capable and reliable, and will always steer us in the 
right direction.  What a blessing to have Jesus as a Friend!  He mentioned one qualifier for us to 
be His friend: “Do whatsoever I command you to do.”  That makes reading and obeying His 
Word important!   
 FIGHTERS WITH GOD 
 
 
Thursday ......................................................................................... Read  John 15:32-33  

 “In the world ye shall have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.”  
Christians have to be strong people: fighters!  We face a powerful enemy, the enemy of God: 
Satan and his forces of evil.  They are called the “rulers of the darkness of this world” in 
Ephesians 6:12.  We read in the gospels of his attacks on Jesus Himself, not with guns and 
tanks, but with distortions and deceptions.  This is spiritual warfare, a war to take captive the 
minds and hearts of people.  It is so important for believers to stay spiritually fit to be prepared 
for the battles in life and to be used of God to free people who are being held hostage by the 
devil in their unbelief.  In today’s Bible reading, Jesus spoke of tough times that we will face as 
believers. There is a lot of evil in the world, a lot of resistance to God’s truth and God’s ways.  
The devil will work hard to bring doubt and discouragement to the followers of the Lord Jesus.  
But, praise God, Jesus promises victory!  
 ADVANCERS FOR GOD 
Friday ............................................................................................... Read John 20:21-22 

 “Then said Jesus unto them, Peace be unto you: as my Father hath sent Me, so send I you.”  
Think of this command of our Lord: He is sending us into the world as God the Father had sent 



Him.  That means Jesus is expecting us to pick up where He had left off.  That takes the power 
of God, which is available to us in the person of the Holy Spirit, the third part of the triune 
Godhead.  Empowered by the Holy Spirit, believers are called upon to do the work of God, which 
today is the building of the Church, as Jesus mentioned in Matthew 16:18 when He said: “I will 
build my church.”  That is our responsibility!  Building the church means winning souls for Christ.  
This is our number one responsibility during our time on earth as God’s people.  Working 
together with the Holy Spirit and other believers, let us be diligent about this call of our Lord who 
has sent us to do it.   
 AWARDS FROM GOD 
Saturday ........................................................................................... Read  John 4:36-38 

 "He that reaps receives wages, and gathers fruit unto life eternal: that both he that sows 
and he that reaps may rejoice together.”  One of the things that happens after Jesus appears in 
the air to take His people to heaven is the presentation of awards to believers for the things they 
had done on earth with eternal value.  Uppermost among these things is soulwinning, reaching 
out to lost souls with the gospel of Christ.  In today’s Bible reading, Jesus was referring to just 
that when He spoke of “sowing and reaping.”  He was speaking of planting seeds of Scripture 
into the minds of unbelievers so the Holy Spirit could use those truths of the Bible to cause 
unsaved people to realize their lost condition, and understand they could have a Divine pardon 
from the penalty of sin by placing their faith in Christ as personal Savior.  When the Spirit has 
brought conviction to the individual, God calls upon a believer to reap the harvest, bringing that 
individual to the point of inviting Jesus into his or her life.  Being God’s light in such a manner is 
one of the ways to gain a reward at the Bema Judgment. 


