
 DAILY BIBLE READINGS -  Week of February 21, 2021 

 THEME: “Gems from Mark” 
 EARTHLY MISSION 
Sunday .................................................................................. Read Mark 2:13-22  

 "I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.”  In His discussion 
with the self-righteous scribes and Pharisees, Jesus made very clear His reason for 
coming to earth.  He detailed what the angel had said to the shepherds in the field 
outside Bethlehem: that a Savior was born.  Jesus had come to provide salvation, a way 
for sinners to be saved from the penalty of sin, which is eternal death.  Those who 
confess their sin and receive Jesus as Savior would have eternal life restored.  That 
decision regenerates the dead spirit with which all people, except the virgin-born Son of 
God, are born.  The scribes and the Pharisees felt they were made righteous by their 

adherence to their manmade doctrine, which does not satisfy the law of a holy God as 
stated in Leviticus 17:11 and Hebrews 9:22: “It is the blood that makes an atonement 
for the soul...Without the shedding of blood, there is no remission.”  We are made 
righteous by the blood of Christ, and only by the blood of Christ.  If there were another 
way, Jesus would never have gone to the cross to be crucified.   
 MIRACLES 
 Monday ..................................................................................... Read Mark 3:1-5 

 “And when He had looked round about on them with anger, being grieved because 
of the hardness of their hearts, He saith unto the man, Stretch forth thine hand.  And he 
stretched it out: and his hand was restored whole as the other.”  Jesus has a compassion 
for those in need, both our physical needs and, even more importantly, our spiritual 
needs.   We don’t often read in Scriptures about our Savior becoming grieved, but this is 
one of those times.  Notice the reason: “the hardness of their hearts.”  These critics took 
pride in their knowledge of Scriptures, but lacked a love for people other than 
themselves.  These religious leaders in the synagogue had no compassion for the 
handicapped man.  Such was the compassion of our Savior that He healed the man and 
miraculously restored him to full health.  The self-righteous critics faulted Jesus with the 
accusation that He violated the sabbath day.  The losers that day were the critics, despite 
their outward appearance of good.   
 FALSE ACCUSERS 
Tuesday .................................................................................. Read Mark 3:22-26 

 “The scribes who came down from Jerusalem said, He hath Beelzebub, and by the 
prince of the devils casts out demons.”  To me, this statement by the scribes is the 
epitome of spiritual blindness.  Those highly educated people claiming Jesus, the Son of 
God, was empowered by the devil were the ones who were actually blinded by Satanic 
deception.  They were guilty of the very thing for which they were condemning Jesus!  
Obviously, they were guilty of false accusations by attacking the one with whom they 
disagreed.  There is a lot of that going on in our nation today among educated people in 
positions of authority.  Satan is still using his strategy of having people accuse others of 
the very thing for which they are guilty.  Instead of giving credit to those who are doing 



good, they seem to gain satisfaction in condemning their opponent with fabrications.  
This is evidence of the devil at work, increasingly likely since our nation eliminated the 
Bible from our public schools. 
 
 MINISTRY OF PRAYER 
Wednesday ...................................................................................... Read Mark 11:15-17 

   “He taught, saying unto them, Is it not written, My house shall be called of all nations the 
house of prayer?”  Prayer is arguably the highest privilege of believers; to have the right to 
approach God’s throne in heaven.  He told us in Jeremiah 33:3 to “Call upon me, and I will 
answer thee and show thee great and mighty things.”  But that is not what He says to 
unbelievers, those who have never invited Jesus into their hearts to be their Savior.  God says 
this about them In Proverbs 28:9: “He that turns away his ear from hearing the law, even his 
prayer shall be abomination.”  The throne of God is open only to those who come to Him in the 
name of Jesus on the merits of His shed blood on Calvary’s cross.  It is then not only our 
privilege, but a solemn responsibility as Jesus implies in today’s Bible reading.  He emphasizes 
that the house of God is to be a house of prayer!  
 MINISTRY OF GIVING 
Thursday .......................................................................................... Read Mark 12:14-18  

 “And Jesus answering said unto them, Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and 
to God the things that are God’s.”  The Bible gives us a great deal of instruction on money 
management, from the teaching of the patriarchs and prophets in the Old Testament to the 
teachings of Jesus and the apostle Paul in the New Testament.  The ministry of giving is for all 
believers: to give cheerfully according to our ability.   Not to give to God’s work is what the 
prophet calls “robbing God” in Malachi 3:8.  That God judges our faithfulness in giving more by 
sacrifice than by amount is obvious by the comment Jesus made about the offering of the widow 
in Mark 12:43-44: “Verily I say unto you, That this poor widow has cast more in, than all they 
which have cast into the treasury.  For they did cast in according to their abundance; but she of 
her want did cast in all that she had, even all her living.”  What an example of our Lord’s 
teaching in Matthew 6:33: “Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness, and all 
these things will be added unto you.”   
 MINISTRY OF MUSIC 
Friday ............................................................................................... Read Mark 14:16-28  

 “When they had sung a hymn, they went out to the mount of Olives.”  Music has always 
been a part of God’s work on earth.  Jesus led in the singing of a hymn following His gathering 
with the apostles for the Last Supper while heading toward Gethsemane.  We read in Exodus 
15:1 of Moses leading the Israelites in singing a hymn after crossing the Red Sea: “Then sang 
Moses and the children of Israel this song unto the Lord, for He hath triumphed gloriously: the 
horse and his rider hath He thrown into the sea.”  It appears that these very songs will be part of 
our worship in heaven according to Revelation 15:3: “And they sang the song of Moses the 
servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, Great and marvelous are thy works, Lord God 
Almighty, just and true are thy ways, thou King of saints.”  Christians are instructed to make 
singing a part of their worship in Ephesians 5:19:”Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns 



and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord.”  The ministry of music 
pleases the heart of God!  
 MINISTRY OF EVANGELISM 
Saturday .......................................................................................... Read Mark 16:15-20  

 "He said unto them, Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature.”  
The basic reason for Jesus coming to earth was to be the Savior of the world: to save people 
from the penalty of sin, which is an eternity in the hell that God prepared for the devil and his 
demons.  That is the message of John 3:16: “For God so loved the world that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.”  The 
angel that made that birth announcement said that it was for “all people.”  Jesus is the only 
sinless human being ever, having been born of a virgin and lived a sinless life.  His death is 
accepted by God as a substitute for all sinners.  Those who confess sin and receive Jesus as 
personal Savior are granted a pardon by God and have eternal life.  That is the gospel message 
summarized in Romans 6:23: “For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life 
through Jesus Christ the Lord.”  Getting that message out to people is evangelism, the ministry of 
reaching souls with the gospel message.  


