
 DAILY BIBLE READINGS -  Week of February 14, 2021 

 THEME: “Gems from Matthew” 

 MANMADE TRADITIONS 
Sunday .............................................................................. Read Matthew 15:1-3  

 "Jesus replied, Why do you break the command of God for the sake of your 
traditions?  God created man as a triune being: a body, soul, and spirit.  The body gives 
our souls a world-consciousness, and our spirit gives our souls a God-consciousness.  
God intended that our spiritual hunger be fed by the true and living God revealed by His 
Word and His Spirit; but man rebelled and became a follower of Satan and his 
deceptions, starting back there in the Garden of Eden.  To satisfy his spirit, man came 
up with substitutes including manmade religions with human traditions rather than the 
ways of God.  The scribes and Pharisees were the epitome of this human effort to meet 
spiritual needs, and Jesus called them out on this after they had criticized His disciples 
for their violation of their manmade traditions.  Most of the world has followed the lead 
of the scribes and Pharisees resulting in any number of false religions that have more 
adherents than true Christianity.  We now have many who call themselves Christian who 
have more allegiance to manmade traditions than those of Biblical truth.  So good to 
follow God’s teachings as revealed in His Holy Word!  
 PEACEMAKERS 
Monday ................................................................................ Read Matthew 5:1-9 

 “ Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the children of God.”  Our 
God is a God of peace.  When Jesus returns, He will reign as King in Jerusalem over the 
whole earth in one thousand years of peace.  There will be no international wars, no 
internal strife, and no neighborhood spats: there will be total peace!  Peace is one of the 
fruits of the Spirit mentioned in Galatians 5:22 along with love and joy.  We are told in 
Colossians 3:15 to “let the peace of God rule our hearts.”   If we do, that replaces fear, 
anxiety, and worry.  Is that not far better?  That is what faith in God and His ever-
abiding presence will do for us!  Jesus mentions in today’s Bible reading that God will 
bless the lives of peacemakers!  If we recognize those who seem troubled by their 
circumstances or by another person, God will bless us if we allow the Holy Spirit to use 
us to bring peace to that troubled heart.  We can do that by sharing God’s truth and 
letting the Spirit use the powerful Word of God to pierce their hearts and bring a God-
given peace based on His sure promises in His Word.   
 PERSECUTION 
Tuesday ............................................................................ Read Matthew 5:10-13 

 “Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness sake, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven.”  Living in this dark world brought about by Satanic deception and 
leaders blind to God’s truth as revealed in Holy Scriptures means we are fighting the 
forces of evil.  Satan is out to oppose God’s chosen people in His true Church and His 
nation of Israel where Jesus will return to rule the world for one thousand years from 
the throne of David in Jerusalem.  Yes, the world is a battleground between God’s forces 
of His righteousness and the devil’s forces of darkness and evil.  It is the responsibility of 



Christians to be witnesses for our Lord and rescue those who are being held hostage by 
Satan and bring them into the freedom that we have in Christ.  Let us keep our lights 
shining!  
 MODEL PRAYER 
Wednesday ........................................................................ Read Matthew 6:9-13 

  “After this manner pray ye.”  There are five points of emphasis in this model 
prayer that Jesus taught His disciples when they asked Him how to pray. According to 
His teaching, our prayer should begin and end with exaltation of our Heavenly Father: 
“Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name...for thine is the kingdom, and the 
power and the glory forever!”   Then it is essential to include confession of sin as well as 

prayers of supplication and direction with an emphasis on being protected from the evil 
in the world: “Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; lead us not into temptation but deliver us from 
evil.”  I am amazed at how Jesus taught us to address God. The Almighty Creator of the 
Universe.  The emphasis is on the most personal of human relationships: the family.  By 
faith in Christ, we are in the family of God.  God considers us His children!  We are 
under the care of our Father in heaven! 
 
 FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT 
Thursday .........................................................................Read Matthew 6:32-33  

 “Seek ye first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things will 
be added unto you.”  There is no better instruction for financial management than that 
given by our Lord.  To do it the way God instructs is a guarantee that our needs will be 
met!  We have that same promise in Philippians 4:19: “My God will supply all your needs 
according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.”  God never promised to give us 
everything we may want, but He did promise to meet our needs!  Along with this 
instruction is the open door to “Lay up treasures in heaven;” to make investments that 
enable us to have eternal gain!  Now that is an enviable return on our investment.  What 
amazing security!  We have God’s promise to meet our earthly needs and to have 
eternal reward!  His plan for money management is worth our following.  There is no 
better advice than Divine advice! 
 
 SMALL GROUPS 
 Friday .......................................................................... Read Matthew 18:19-20 

 “For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the 
midst.”  Jesus wants us to know that there is no gathering too small” no need to 
apologize if only a few people show up!  Jesus is there, and is honored by the presence of 
only two or three!  As a matter of fact, the small group has one clear advantage over the 
larger groups in that there is a much greater opportunity for interaction.  Having just a 
few voices means that all have an opportunity to be heard.  There are those who are 



reluctant to speak up in a crowd, but are very comfortable expressing themselves with 
only a few listeners.  What a tremendous advantage the small group has; perhaps more 
participation than a large group! 
 
 FORGIVENESS 
Saturday ......................................................................... Read Matthew 18:21-22 

   “Then came Peter unto Him, and said, Lord, how oft shall my brother sin against 
me, and I forgive him? Seven times.  Jesus saith unto him, I say not unto thee, Until 
seven times, but until seventy times seven.”  We have to understand that there are times 
when we will be treated wrongfully.  Jesus was often mistreated and misunderstood.  But 
our Lord handled it properly, and His advice is good for us to follow.  He had a heart of 
forgiveness, totally free of bitterness.  And freedom from bitterness as a result of 
resentment is a real plus because bitterness damages our emotions.  It eats away at a 
bitter person and keeps them unhappy.  Following the advice of Jesus when mistreated is 

good: forgive!  Better yet is to do as commanded in Romans 12:21: “Be not overcome 
with evil, but overcome evil with good.” 


