
 DAILY BIBLE READINGS -  Week of January 17, 2021 

 THEME: “Church at Ephesus” 

 GOD’S RICHES 
Sunday ....................................................................................... Read Ephesians 1:1-10 

 "In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance 
with the riches of God’s grace, that He lavished on us with all wisdom and understanding.”  The 
wealthiest people in the world are those who have been the recipients of God’s grace that put 
them on the road leading to heaven.  We have been given wisdom and understanding that the 
world does not have.  Being blind to what God does, both all that He has done throughout the 
ages and that which He is now doing, is life’s greatest tragedy.  Being party to God’s work and 
part of His family by faith in Christ is being a recipient of God’s grace!  Now what is God’s 
grace?  Well, grace is having things we do not deserve; being the beneficiaries of grace is to be 
partakers of that which is ours because of the unconditional generosity of the giver.  God is able 
to extend His grace because of the willingness of His Son Jesus to pay the penalty of death for 
sinners.  He lived a sinless life and paid the penalty of sin so sinners could be the recipients of 
God’s eternal pardon.  That decision places a person in the family of God and heir to all the 
riches of our Heavenly Father.   
 GOD’S WORKMANSHIP 
Monday ...................................................................................... Read Ephesians 2:8-10 

 “We are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath 
before ordained that ye should walk in them.”  The life of every individual who receives Jesus 
Christ as personal Savior is a project of God, the Ceator!.  The psalmist said this in Psalm 19:1: 
“The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament showeth  His handiwork.”  Today’s 
Bible reading says  that the lives of believers are also a display of the handiwork of God; that is, 
if the believer yields to the plan of God for his or her life!  Yes, God has a plan for the life of 
every believer, and He had that in mind when He formed that individual in the womb and 
continues it through life as the believer yields to the work of the indwelling Holy Spirit.  A big 
part of that work in an individual is being placed in a home.  That is how God started the 
human race and what He wants for every person in the world.  Our greatest responsibility is as 
a son or daughter, brother or sister, and eventually a husband or wife and parent!  Another part 
of that workmanship is to be placed in a local church to work together with other believers to 
get done in that community what God wants done.  Those believers are God’s spiritual light to 
bring glory to our Creator.  
 
 GLOBALISM 
 Tuesday ...................................................................................... Read Zechariah 14:1-2 

 “For I will gather all nations against Israel to battle.”  Israel is the nation to which God 
gave the Abrahamic Covenant and into which He sent His Son into the world to be the Savior and 
will send back to planet earth to take the throne of David in Jerusalem to rule the world in a 
thousand year reign of peace.  The world is being prepared by God for the return of His Son as 
we conclude from the fulfillment of so much Biblical prophecy now in our lifetime.  Really big in 
fulfillment of prophecy was the United Nations recognition of Israel as an independent nation in 
1948, a move supported by President Truman of the United States when he cited God’s covenant 
with Abraham mentioned in Genesis 12 as his rationale for that decision.  Things really picked up 
in the disputed 2020 Presidential election, in which Joe Biden had been declared the winner.  
Significant is that the United States now has a President committed to globalism, the very thing 
mentioned in today’s Bible reading from Zechariah 14.  When Biden replaced Trump, our nation 
replaced a nationalist with a globalist.  It is no secret that the nations making up the United 



Nations have consistently made rulings against Israel with the exception of the United States.  It 
is possible now that will change; and, if so, Zechariah’s prophecy is closer to fulfillment!  Look up, 
our redemption draws nigh! 
 CHRISTIAN WALK 
Wednesday .................................................................................. Read Ephesians 5:8-17 

 “For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as children of 
light.”  The greatest transformation in life is moving from spiritual darkness to spiritual light.  
People who have never personally received Christ, no matter how religious, are  in darkness, 
blind to God’s truth  in the Bible and to what God is doing on earth today.  As unfortunate as it is 
to be physically blind, it is far worse to be spiritually blind.  The reason people are blind to 
spiritual things is because we have all been born with a dead spirit because of the sin of Adam 
and Eve, the progenitors of the human race.  That spirit is regenerated when a person receives 
Christ as Savior, a decision Jesus called a spiritual birth in John 3:5: “Jesus answered, Verily, 
verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and the spirit, he cannot enter into the 
kingdom of God.  That which is born of the flesh is flesh; that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.”  
Accepting is moving from darkness to light!   
 SANCTIFICATION 
Thursday ........................................................................................... Read John 17:12-18 

 “Sanctify them through thy truth; thy word is truth.”  Sanctification is the process of being 
made holy and pure.  Positionally, believers are sanctified immediately upon their decision to 
receive Christ as Savior, but that does not guarantee they will live pure and holy lives.  It does 
give believers power to live holy, but it becomes a reality only insofar as the believer yields to the 
power of the indwelling Holy Spirit.  Living for the glory of God becomes increasingly likely with 
an increased commitment to reading and applying Biblical truth, God’s Holy Word.  That is the 
point that Jesus is making in today’s Bible reading from John 17.  The believer who starts a day 
by spending time in God’s Word is more likely to live that day in the power of the Holy Spirit.  
Neglecting to read the Word of God opens the door for the devil to have his way.  The words of 
the psalmist in Psalm 119:133 are so true: “Order my steps in thy word, and let not any iniquity 
have dominion over me.”   
  SPIRITUAL WARFARE 
Friday .................................................................................................. Read I Peter 5:8-9 

 "Be sober, be vigilant, because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, 
seeking whom he may devour.”  It is important for all Christians to be on 24/7 alert!  We are 
engaged in spiritual warfare against a powerful enemy who is extremely subtle in his attacks.  He 
has opposed God from the very beginning and will continue to do so until he is forever 
incarcerated in the lake of fire.  As much as he provokes evil, he is most dangerous when he 
comes across as righteous.  His first attack against Eve in the garden was not to rob or kill, but to 
choose to do something that appeared desirable and of benefit to her.  The problem was that it 
was contrary to what God had specifically said.  That is still his most troublesome strategy: to 
think there is a better way than God’s plan!  As a result, Satan has succeeded in having man 
establish many different religions that appear good, even to the point of having some under the 
cloak of Christianity as warned in II Corinthians 11:13-14: “For such are false apostles, deceitful 
workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ.  And no marvel; for Satan himself is 
transformed into an angel of light.”  That is where people must be most careful, to identify with a 



church that sticks to the absolute truth of Scriptures and not deviate with manmade doctrine and 
traditions.    
 COMMUNICATION WITH HEADQUARTERS 
Saturday .................................................................................... Read Ephesians 6:10-18 

 “Praying always with all prayer and supplication for all saints.”  The importance of prayer 
cannot be overstated: both private and corporate.  I find it interesting that the closing 
admonition in arming Christians to engage in battle is this command to pray!  It is the key to 
living a victorious Christian life, and the key to a church accomplishing the plan of God in their 
local assembly.  Staying in touch with God by approaching His throne in heaven not only exalts 
God, but it is capitalizing on our highest privilege as Christians.  In spiritual warfare, Christians 
will be injured and not fit for battle.  Comrades in the army of Christ must look out for each 
other, and if one is spiritually injured, all should be done to get the injured back into battle!  That 
begins with prayer! 


